
The Secretary of Energy 
Washington, DC 20585 

January 18, 2017 

The Honorable Lamar Alexander 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy and 

Water Development 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

I have enjoyed our discussions on the future of nuclear power during the last four budget 
cycles as we have worked towards a shared goal of ensuring nuclear power's vital role in 
the future. As you know, nuclear power has reliably and economically contributed nearly 
20 percent of electricity generated in the United States for the past two decades, and it 
produces more than 60 percent of our non-greenhouse-gas emitting power. 

The Small Modular Reactor (SMR) Licensing Technical Support program is one of many 
important programs at the Department of Energy moving us towards the next generation 
of nuclear power technologies. Please find enclosed a report that lays out several options 
for further advancing SMRs in the years ahead. 

Enclosure 

cc: The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
Ranking Member 

Sincerely, 



The Secretary of Energy 
Washington, DC 20585 

January 18, 2017 

The Honorable Mike Simpson 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy and 

Water Development 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

I have enjoyed our discussions on the future of nuclear power during the last four budget 
cycles as we have worked towards a shared goal of ensuring nuclear power' s vital role in 
the future. As you know, nuclear power reliably and economically contributes nearly 20 
percent of the electricity generated in the United States, and more than 60 percent of our 
non-greenhouse-gas emitting power. 

The Small Modular Reactor (SMR) Licensing Technical Support program is one of many 
important programs at the Department of Energy moving us towards the next generation 
of nuclear power technologies. Please find enclosed a report that lays out several options 
for further advancing SMRs in the years ahead. 

Enclosure 

cc: The Honorable Marcy Kaptur 
Ranking Member 

Sincerely, 

Ernest J. Moniz 




